
  

Human life is protected by:

1.     the law,

2.      social convention,

3.      religious dogma.

But we humans are destroying and don’t protect:

1.      the planet’s wild animal,

2.      our forests,

3.      our oceans,

4.      our environment.

Conclusion: We need a new value system!

OUR VALUES AND THE LAW:



  

S. Jon Singer:  Irrationality
Gallup Poll (1980)

   1.      50% of Americans believe that God created man   
within the past 10,000 years.

   2.      41% believe God created man before this time.

   3.      Only 9% believe the scientific evidence that 
  man appeared in an evolutionary process.

   4.      The theory of evolution (biology) is as well established as   
the atomic theory (chemistry) or the wave/particle theory   of 
electromagnetic radiation (physics).
   5.     Thus, less than 10% of the American population   
can be considered to be rationalists.    

   6.      It is unlikely that the percentages are much higher                   
         in most other intellectually underdeveloped countries 
                                       of the world.  



  

S. Jon Singer:  Irrationality

1.      Primitive people’s pre-scientific views of the world 
are represented by over 10,000 different 
mythological treatises and religions.

   2.  These religions conflict regarding
a.    the origins of the world, the biosphere and man.
b.   the existence of multiple gods, one god or no god.
c.    reincarnation, a heaven and hell, or an elevated spirit.
d.   the nature and existence of spirits, devils and ghosts.

Conclusion:  Religious writings represent mythological or fairytale 
views of the world.



  

S. Jon Singer:  Rationality

    1.      Rationality is a vital and exhilarating part of life   
that is too little appreciated in society at large.

    2.      Unfortunately rationalists must cope with a   
decidedly irrational world. 

    3.      Rationalists should reveal their identities and come 
  out of the closet.

    4.      As our most competent leaders, they must strive to   
reveal the truth and the way, even if the world around   them 
disparages their powers of reason.



  

S. Jon Singer 

• “One’s life is not an isolated mystery, with no 
bonds to a past or a future.  Nor is it beholden to 
some mythical deity.  On the contrary, each 
human life – no less than a star’s – is an integral 
part of a real and gloriously complex universe, 
with near infinities of time and space surrounding 
and connected to it.”



  

Humanism 
(A philosophy based on science and logic)
1.      Humanism is a progressive life stance that, without 
supernaturalism, affirms our ability and responsibility to lead 
meaningful, ethical lives for the greater good of humanity. 

2.      It is a rational philosophy, informed by science, inspired by 
art, and motivated by compassion.

3.      It supports the maximization of individual liberty 
consonant with social and planetary responsibility.

4.      It recognizes humans as a part of nature and asserts 
that humanity must take responsibility for its destiny.



  

Humanism (2)
1.      Humanism is a philosophy that seeks to understand the universe 
by using science and its methods of critical inquiry and logical 
reasoning to obtain reliable knowledge.

2.       It requires the use of pragmatic ethics based on reason, 
experience and knowledge to judge the consequences of human 
actions on the well being of all life on Earth.
3.      It focuses on the needs of this world, considering the 

welfare of the biosphere rather than the welfare of a 
supposed God or gods. 

4.      It considers the universe to be the result of a complex 
evolutionary process that offers limitless 
opportunity for explanation, fascination, creativity, 
companionship and joy.



  

Humanism (3)
1.      Humanism recognizes that science cannot explain all 
there is to know, but only trusts in information available 
through deductive reasoning.   

2.      The lack of valid evidence for an afterlife infers that this life 
should be lived as though it is the only one we have.

3.      However, the lack of definite answers leaves room for rational 
people to hypothesize about the origin of the universe and hope for 
life beyond the ones we know. 

4.      In sum, humanism is a philosophy for those in love with life who 
assume responsibility for their actions. 



  

Priorities
Environmental issues are more important to mankind and
 
the biosphere than terrorism, war or individual human life.

Many of our environmental problems can be traced to our 

excessive human population. Yet the U.S. spends hundreds 

of billions of dollars on “home security” and military while 

spending almost nothing for human population control and 

environmental protection.



  

Human and Earth Rights Organization Quiz:

1, Please explain the equation: dN/dT = rN.
2, How does this equation explain a population crash?

3,  Please describe why Prof. Jon Singer concluded that 
only 9% of Americans can be considered to be rational.

4, Define “Humanism”.

HI-HERO
QUIZ

HI HERO
QUIZ
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